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MS in Architectural Studies
Research is conducted in one of two emphasis areas: (1) environment
and behavior or (2) design with digital media. Within each of these
emphasis areas, specific course work is chosen on the basis of subject
matter and the type of research method selected: quantitative, qualitative
or a combination of both. The MS culminates in a thesis meeting
University thesis requirements. The MS plan of study is in preparation for
advanced professional practice or preparation for the doctoral degree.

Degree Requirements
The student’s program for MS degree must include a minimum of
30 hours of graduate credit beyond the bachelor’s degree (or its
equivalent). Fifteen of the 30-hour minimum must be selected from
courses numbered at 8000 or 9000 level; no more than 40% of the 30-
hour credit requirement can be satisfied by Independent Study style
courses such as Research, Readings, and Problems coursework.

Thesis Requirements
Research is conducted in one of two emphasis areas: environment and
behavior studies (see https://arch.missouri.edu/graduate/environment-
and-behavior-studies/) or design with digital media (see https://
arch.missouri.edu/graduate/design-with-digital-media/). Within each of
these emphasis areas, specific coursework is chosen based on subject
matter and the type of research method selected: quantitative, qualitative,
or a combination of both. The coursework lays the foundation for a
research-based, written thesis investigating a theoretical or applied
problem using appropriate research methods. The research-based MS
study is often undertaken as preparation for the doctoral degree.

Admission Criteria
Applicants are required to meet two sets of minimum qualifications
for admission: the requirements of the Architectural Studies Graduate
Program and the minimum requirements of the graduate faculty, enforced
by the Graduate School (https://gradschool.missouri.edu/admissions/
eligibility-process/). Because requirements vary, you must refer to a
degree program's graduate admission page to learn about specific
admission criteria, application deadlines, eligibility and application
process. Before official admission to the University of Missouri, your
application materials will be reviewed by both the Graduate School and
the degree program to which you've applied. Applicants are strongly
encouraged to review the research interests of program faculty (https://
arch.missouri.edu/people/) prior to applying.

Required Application Materials
See Application and Admission (https://arch.missouri.edu/graduate/
application-admission/) for Department's graduate admission
requirements.

Apply online to the Graduate School (https://gradschool.missouri.edu/).

Admission Contact
archst@missouri.edu 
137 Stanley Hall; Columbia, MO 65211 
Tel: (573) 882-7224 
https://arch.missouri.edu/
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