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BA in Interdisciplinary
Degree Program Description
The Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies (IDS BA) degree is
designed for students who want to build an individualized major to meet
their educational and career objectives. Students choose two or three
areas of study called component areas. Component areas consist of
coursework either from a single program, or from thematically-related
coursework across multiple programs. Component courses may come
from any department or program at MU, or through approved transfer
coursework.

Students are attracted to IDS BA for various reasons: the desire to create
a unique degree; to combine broad interests; a need for flexibility; timely
degree completion; or preparation for further study at the graduate level.
Career options are as varied as the combination of component areas.

Major Program Requirements
Students majoring in Interdisciplinary Studies may design an individual
course of study. Students with very specific career plans and goals not
easily accommodated in any one department may find this program
suited for their needs. Others may find that this option permits a broader
approach than the major found in a single department.

The Interdisciplinary Studies major is comprised of two or three
components to total 36 credits. A component consists of course work
from a single department or area, which may include programs outside
the College of Arts and Science (e.g., Journalism, Business or Social
Work). At least 18 hours must come from the College of Arts and
Science. In addition to the 36 hours required in the major components,
Interdisciplinary Studies students must also complete a 3-credit capstone.

Interdisciplinary Studies candidates must earn no less than a 2.0 GPA in
each component. They are bound by rules and practices of the College
of Arts and Science that pertain to admission to degree programs, the
awarding of credit, and the awarding of degrees. A student who has
earned a degree in Interdisciplinary Studies, (excluding majors with
emphases in Black Studies, Peace Studies or Women's and Gender
Studies), may not pursue a second degree in a field that was used as a
component of the first degree.

In addition to University (https://catalog.missouri.edu/
academicdegreerequirements/universityrequirements/), general
education (https://catalog.missouri.edu/academicdegreerequirements/
generaleducationrequirements/), and College of Arts and Science (https://
catalog.missouri.edu/collegeofartsandscience/#undergraduatetext)
requirements, students must also meet the following major program
requirements. All major requirements in the College of Arts and Science
must be completed with grades of C- or higher unless otherwise
indicated.

Major Core Requirements
Area of concentration (select one option) 36

• Three components of 12 credits each

• Three components, one of 15, one of 12 and one of 9 credits

• Two components of 18 credits each

• Two components, one of 21 and one of 15 credits

All courses in the major must be at the 2000 level, and at least 15 credits
must be 3000 level or above. 
A minimum of 12 credit hours within all components must be MU
courses. 
A maximum of 6 hours of Internship may apply to graduation. 
A maximum of 12 hours of Internship, Readings and/or Special Problems
may apply to graduation.

Capstone requirement (to be completed during final 45 hours of course
work) 
There are several ways a student can complete the capstone experience
in Interdisciplinary Studies.

1. Special Readings project: With this option, the student completes
an independent research project under the supervision of a faculty
member. The project allows the student to explore an area of interest
and is designed to be an academic challenge. The department is
open to creative, innovative approaches to learning. The supervising
faculty member is responsible for grading the project. The student is
responsible for locating a supervising faculty member.

2. Service Learning project: Students will engage in service activities,
directly relevant to their areas of academic emphasis, in community
not-for-profit agencies. At the same time as participants work in the
community, they will research their agency and organization, undergo
mock employment interviews, create a cover letter and résumé based
on the professional skills they have gained through their service, and
reflect on careers and leadership in public service. Course will be
submitted for Writing Intensive credit each semester. Restricted to
Interdisciplinary, General and International Studies students.

3. Internship: Students work approximately 50 clock hours per credit
at an agency, company or corporation of their choice. Grades are
on a pass-fail basis. For an internship to be approved as a capstone
experience, it must help the student solidify and explore the areas of
concentration. Internships must have prior approval from the Office of
Multidisciplinary Degrees (https://omd.missouri.edu/).

4. Capstone course: Students may have a specific course designated
as a capstone course for the individual degree program. The course
must be upper level, and the course must be taken in the last
45 hours of course work as a major. A course taken previously
cannot retroactively be counted as a capstone course. Approval
for the course must be provided in advance of registration from the
Interdisciplinary Studies advisor.

Semester Plan
Below is a sample plan of study, semester by semester. A student's
actual plan may vary based on course choices where options are
available.

First Year

Fall CR Spring CR

ENGLSH 1000 3 IDS Component #1 2000+ 3

Second Language Requirement 4 Second Language Requirement 4

Missouri State Law
Requirement: Social Science
from Arts and Science

3 Behavioral Science 3

Humanities 3 Humanities, Arts and Science
Diversity Requirement

3

First-year orientation course 2 Math and Quantitative
Reasoning

3

 15  16
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Second Year

Fall CR Spring CR

IDS Component #2 2000+ 3 IDS Component #1 2000+ 3

Second Language Requirement 4 IDS Component #3 2000+ 3

Biological or Physical Science
with Lab

5 Social Science 3

Humanities, First Writing
Intensive

3 Behavioral Science 2000+ from
Arts and Science

3

 Humanities 2000+ from Arts and
Science

3

 15  15

Third Year

Fall CR Spring CR

IDS Component #1 3000+ 3 IDS Component #2 3000+,
Writing Intensive

3

IDS Component #2 2000+ 3 IDS Component #3 2000+ 3

IDS Component #3 2000+ 3 Writing Intensive II 3000+ 3

Biological, Physical, or
Mathematical Science

4 Social Science 2000+ 3

Internship, undergraduate
research, or community-based
learning

2 Second major, minor, certificate,
or elective

3

 15  15

Fourth Year

Fall CR Spring CR

IDS Component #2 3000+ 3 IDS Component #3 4000+
Capstone

3

IDS Component #3 3000+ 3 IDS Component #2 3000+ 3

Second major, minor, certificate,
or elective

6 Second major, minor, certificate,
or elective

8

Internship, undergraduate
research, or community-based
learning

3  
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Total Credits: 120


